Who is Jesus?

Welcome to the "Who is Jesus?" series, I am excited to dive into
the nature and character of who Jesus is over the next 5
lessons together, There are many different attributes that we
can discover and explore inside of the scriptures that point to
who Jesus is and what His character is,

We will cover 5 main points:
Jesus is God
Jesus is Savior
Jesus is Shepherd
Jesus is Healer
Jesus is our Friend

This teaching content is crafted not just for you to deliver,
but for you to discover. It's not a script to read word-for-word,
but a starting point for your own reflection, spiritual growth,

and deeper understanding. I encourage you to take time to
study the principles, ask your own questions, and seek God for
insight, As you do, you'll be able to teach from a place of
personal revelation and genuine ownership. The goal isn't just
to pass along information — it's to invite transformation, both
in you and in those you teach. As you take notes, pray, and
prepare, you'll find your own voice rising to bring the lesson
to life in a way only you can.

I challenge you not just to intellectually understand the
following teaching, but to allow it to soak deeply into your
soul as you reflect on who Jesus is, He is truly amazing and

worthy of study — but Jesus is not a subject. He is a person who
desires for you to know Him in an ever-growing measure, Teach
and lead from a place of being awestruck once again by the
wonder of who He is,
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Lesson 5

Jesus is our Friend

As we've explored the glory of who Jesus is — fully God and
all-powerful — there's still this astonishing truth: Jesus, in
all His majesty, chooses to be our friend. He desires to be
close to us, Let's dive into the evidence and see what the
Bible has to say about Jesus being a friend.

Evidence #1 His friendships with outcasts and sinners
( Object: Plate with food)

Luke 19:1-10
Jesus was going through the city of Jericho, In Jericho there
was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a wealthy, very important
tax collector. He wanted to see who Jesus was, but he was too
short to see above the crowd. He ran ahead to a place where
he knew Jesus would come. He climbed a sycamore tree so he
could see Jesus. When Jesus came to that place, he looked up
and saw Zacchaeus in the tree. He said to him, “Zacchaeus,
hurry and come down! I must stay at your house today."
Zacchaeus came down quickly. He was pleased to have Jesus in
his house, All the people saw this and began to complain,
“Look at the kind of man Jesus stays with. Zacchaeus is a
sinner!"

But Zacchaeus said to the Lord, "I will give half of my money
to the poor. If I have cheated anyone, I will pay that person
back four times more!"

Jesus said, “Salvation has come to this house today. This man
truly belongs to the family of Abraham. The Son of Man came
to find lost people and save them."




Jesus took the opportunity to meet with Zacchaeus even
though Jesus knew people would judge Him and make fun of
him for being around Zacchaeus but He didn't care because He
loved Zacchaeus where he was at.

#2 He cares for and helps out his friends
( Object: Friendship bracelet)

There are 3 different references of Jesus being around Mary,
Martha, and Lazarus,

John 11 - Lazarus dies and Jesus comes to raise Lazarus from
the dead, we see His love for His friend in the way that He
cries over his death and the whole situation.

Luke 10:38-42 - Jesus is there to teach and help lead His
friends, He lovingly corrects Martha and helps her to see what
is really important.

John 12 - Jesus is again at Mary and Martha's house to eat
dinner,

We see that Jesus wants to be with us, Even though He is God,
He desires to be close to us and just simply hang out with us.

Evidence #3 He forgave and restored Peter
( Object: A broken Heart in 2 pieces that gets put together)

John 18 As Jesus was on the way to the cross Peter followed
after Him and came to a place where he could watch Jesus but
hopefully not be spotted or called out, Unfortunately for
Peter, people started asking him questions and claiming that
he was a follower of Jesus, Peter denies that he knows or is a
follower of Jesus 3 times, This was a breaking point in the
relationship between Jesus and Peter. Peter leaves and cries
because of his denial of Jesus,

Jesus being the loving friend that He is restores Peter not
just once but 3 times in a row. He gives Peter the chance to re-
affirm his love for Jesus, Jesus forgave Peter and used him in
amazing ways in His church,
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John 21:15-17
When they finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon
son of John do you love Me more than these?"

He answered, "Yes, Lord, You know that I love You."

Jesus said, "Take care of My lambs."
Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John do you love Me?"

He answered, "Yes, Lord, You know that I love You."
Jesus said, "Take care of My sheep."

A third time He said, “Simon son of John do you love Me?"
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you
love Me?" Peter said, "Lord, You know everything. You know that

I love You!" He said to him, “Take care of My sheep.

Evidence #4 He made us friends

(Object: Vines)

John 15:14-15
You are My friends if you do what I command you. I don't call
you servants now, A servant does not know what his master is
doing. But now I call you friends because I have made known

to you everything I heard from My Father.
Conclusion:

Jesus now invites you and me into a closer relationship with
Him, Friendships aren't one-sided, they require our commitment
too, Jesus doesn't just want you to be a servant; He wants you
to know Him and to talk with Him. A relationship with Jesus
will impact and strengthen the relationships we have here on
Earth, But it all starts with Him—knowing the true Jesus, who
desires a genuine friendship with you,




